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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
SANDALWOOD.

As to Royalty and Price.
Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Honorary

Minister for Forests:
(1) What amount of royalty was paid

to the "pullers" or owners of sandalwood
for pulling and delivery on rails or at port
for the years 1939-40 and 1949-50?

(2) What has been the average price at
which sandalwood has been sold-

(a) for oversea?
(b) for local use,

for the years 1939-40 and 1949-50?
The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) Sandalwood "pullers" do not pay

royalty. The price paid to the pullers for
1.a.q. sandalwood logs was:-

1939-1940: £17 per ton Lo.. Perth or
Fremantle.

1949-1950: £18 10s. per ton prior to
1/10/49, £21 10s. per ton as from
1/10/49.

(2) Sandalwood is marketed oversea by
the Australian Sandalwood Company
under agreement with the Western Aus-
tralian Government which share profits
on a sliding scale, and the Government's
share is up to 90 per cent. A Sandalwood
Export Committee, consisting of repre-
sentatives of Western Australia, South
Australia and Queensland and the com-
pany directs the marketing.

Under an arrangement with the States
of South Australia, Queensland, New
South Wales and Victoria, sandalwood and
sandalwood substitutes are controlled, the
Australian Sandalwood Company being the
sole exporters.

The Conservator of Forests, Fiji, also
agreed to sell in a similar manner.

The prices will be made available to the
bon. member at my office.

RAILWAYS.
(a) As to Tenders for,*Rollingstock.
Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Railways:
(1) Are tenders being called at present

for new wagons, coaches and diesel shunt-
lag engines for the State railways?

(2) If the answer is "yes," wml he state
why this work is not being carried out by
the Railway Department in the Midland
workshops?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Arrears of maintenance make it im-

practicable to embark on any large scale
construction of new locos. and rolling-
stock at Midland Junction workshops at
present.

(i) As to Workshops Programme,
Midland Junction.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways;

(1) Is it the intention of the Railway
Department to carry out a new works pro-
gramme at the Midland Junction work-
shops on locomotives, wagons and
coaches?

(2) If the answer is "no," will he state
reasons?

(2) If the answer is "Yes," will he ad-
vise the approximate programme of
works?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Ten PA loco, boilers: 65 country pas-

senger coaches: 15 suburban passenger
coaches. By 1953 it is planned to con-
struct the bulk of future requirements of
locos., rollingstock and 'coaches at the
Midland Junction workshops.
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(c) As to Disposal of Trucks.
Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Railways:
<1) How many trucks, if any, were dis-

posed of by the Railway Department to
the Goldflelds Firewood Co. during the
past 12 months?

(2) What was the class of these trucks
and their carrying capacity?

(3) What was the average amount re-
ceived per vehicle for these trucks?

(4) What is the cost of building one of
these trucks at present?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Fifty.
(2) Class GC with wooden underframes,

condemned for W.A.G.R. main line service
-maximum carrying capacity 10 tons.

(3) £110 plus freight.
(4) As this type of wagon with wooden

underframe is obsolete, present day costs
of construction are not known.

(d) As to Wheat and Super. Haulage
Costs.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) What is the estimated loss to the
Railway Department on the haulage of
superphosphate for the 12 months ended
the 30th June, 1950?

(2) What is the average cost per ton
mile haulage on the railways?

(3) What is the estimated cost per ton
mile fnr the haulage nf wheat cargoes?

(4) What is the average cost of haulage
per ton mile for superphosphate by road
transport?

(5) (a) How many tons of this com-
modity were carted by road for the 12
months ended the 30th June, 1950?

(b) How many tons were transported
by rail?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Approximately £299,400.
(2) Approximately 3.4d.
(3) Segregated costs for the haulage of

individual commodities are not determin-
able-average cost of total haulage is
shown in. No. 2.

(4) Approximately 4.25d.
(5) (a) 138,446 tons.
(b) 215,932 tons.

(e) As to Provision of Footbridge,
Cottesloe.

Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Railways:

in view of the fact that there is a lack
of facilities for aged people and for
mothers with prams to cross the railway
line in Cottesloe. plus the fact that Forrest-
street perpetuates the name of one of

Australia's greatest statesmen, will he
give consideration to the construction of
a suitably graded footbridge to link For-
rest-street from ocean to river?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pied;

A bridge was in existence for some years
up to about 1905 but was removed at the
request of the local authority which re-
fused to pay maintenance costs.

The provision of a bridge at this point
is not a work for which the Railway
Department would be responsible.

ARBI1TRATION COURT.
As to Basic Wage and Child Endowment.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
(1) Has the Government had any repre-

sentations made to the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court in connection with its
investigation into a new Federal basic
wage, requesting that In making its deter-
mination that court should take into ac-
count payments made to workers by way
of child endowment?

(2) If so, will he state the exact nature
of such representations?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) No representation was made as to

child endowment as such.
(2) The State made it clear through

counsel that it did not desire to adopt a
partisan attitude, and, therefore, made no
submissions whether there should, or
.should not, be an incurease in the basic
wage. In 1949, when the State mied its
statement of case in reply the unions had
asked that In the course of the hearing
the court should determine the actual
living costs of a family of five-a man,
wife and three dependent children-based
on a standard of living related to socially
necessary requirements and the productive
capacity of the nation, and a method by
which such standard could be adjusted in
accordance with increases in such pro-
ductivity capacity, The Government, in
the light of this claim embodying a specific
and expanded family unit, suggested that
insofar as the court might decide to com-
pute the basic wage upon consideration
relating to family units and from living
costs, it should take into account all addi-
tions and concessions available to such
family units whether by way of social ser-
vice benefits or otherwise.

TRAM SERVICE.

As to Restoring Mends-street -Como Route.
Mr. GRIFFTH asked the Minister rep -

resenting the. Minister for Transport:
Will the Government give consideration

to placing the tram, formerly operating
from Mends-street jetty, South Perth, te
Coma, back into service?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re- (2) Is he aware that supplies are less
plied:

No. It would be inadvisable to operate
such an isolated tram service as no ready
means would be available for the move-
ment of trains to and from the car barn
and the retention of the traction sub-
station at South Perth for the Provision
of electric power would not be warranted.

MINING.
As to Assistance to Prospectors.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Honorary
Minister for Mines:

(1) What was the total number of
assisted prospectors on the departmental
list as at the 30th June, 1950?

(2) In view of the necessity for elderly
experienced Prospectors to be in the field,
will be consider the abolition of the means
test which applies to applicants in receipt
of a pension, either military or old age?

(3) What Progress has been made in
regard to the erection of a plant in a cen-
tral position to treat sulphide ores?

The HONORARY MINqISTER replied:
(1) Eighteen.
(2) Military pensions are granted for

disability. Each application for prospecting
assistance from a military pensioner will
be considered on its merits, and if found
to warrant same, sustenance will be
granted. The long-established practice of
not granting sustenance to old-age pen-
sioners cannot be departed from.

(3) Further consideration regarding a
sulphide treatment plant has been deferred
to enable the recently appointed Super-
intendent of State Batteries to re-examine
the position.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.
As to Car Hire, Derby.

Hon. A. A. m. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

(1) What was the total amount of
money paid to Mr. R. S. Maxted of Derby
for car hire on behalf of the Native
Affairs Department during 1949-50 to
date?

(2) Were any over-payments made? If
so, what amount has been refunded?

The MI3NISTER replied:
(1) £523 12s. 6d.
(2) £121 12s. 6d. This amount has

been refunded.

WIRE Nrn'ITNG.
As to Shortage of Supplies.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

(1) What is the reason for the con-
tinued shortage of locally manufactured
fowl, chicken, and pig, wire netting?

now than in former post-war years?
(3) As the reported lag in production is

now two Years behind the State's require-
ments, will he endeavour to assist local
manufacture, or provide for supplies from
the Eastern States, or alternatively, In-
crease oversee imports?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Pig netting is not manufactured in

Western Australia, and the continued
shortage of other types of locally-manu-
factured netting is due to the shortage of
supplies of steel rod, and to the difficulty
of securing sufficient efficient labour for
the local plant.

( 2) Supplies of netting are actually
greater now than in previous years,
although they vary from time to time.
Local manufacture has increased, and
overses supplies are becoming available.

(3) Constant efforts are being made to
secure more supplies of steel rod, and
to assist local manufacture In every way.

ONIONS.
As to Shortage and Assistance to

Growers.
Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for

Lands:
(1) What steps has the Government

taken to relieve the present onion short-
age?

(2) Is he aware that many growers, in
order to obtain present ruling high rates
for spring onions, are marketing excessive
quantities of semi-grown onions, and that
future onion requirements are likely to be
jeopardised?

(3) Has the Government given con-
sideration to the possibility of guarantee-
Ing growers a reasonable fixed price for
future onion crops?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) There are no steps that the Gov-

ermnent can take to relieve the onion
shortage occurring at the Present time,
other than importing Egyptian onions
from Singapore at speculative prices,
which work is at present being done by
importers. The usual source of supply
to this State for the Period June to
October in each year is brown onions
supplied from the Onion Marketing Board
of Victoria. This season, because of
drought conditions, the crop has been
severely reduced and only a very small
quantity has been available for this State,
and this, the only usual source of supply,
is therefore practically closed.

(2) The quantities Passing through the
Metropolitan Markets indicate that the
first part of the question is correct, but
as to whether future oniorn requirements
are likely to be jeopardised depends on
whether the question relates to white or
brown onions.
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If white onions, it is pointed out that
the tendency in latter years has been for
growers to Pull before maturity, early
growing white bulb onions, supplementing
the special spring onion supplies. Last
Year, the Prices Control in regard to such
onions marketed in bunches from early
September to the end of October, fixed a
ceiling price of 42s. per cwt. These onions
represent the usual maturing flat and
globe white onion maturing from Sep-
tember to December, which in previous
years on maturity the growers have found
difficult to sell at satisfactory prices.

There is no likelihood of the early
pulled onions jeopardising the main brown
onion crop which will be on the market
from December to April next.

(3) The annual seasonal price for locally
grown brown onions is fixed by the Prices
Control Office after consideration of
growers' costs. The Government to guar-
antee a reasonable fixed price, would in
effect be guaranteeing that ceiling price
to the Western Australian Onion Market-
ing Board and subsequently providing it
with any deficiency in realised monetary
price for distribution among its growers.
Prospects would seem to show that again
the local brown onion crop should be real-
ised at ceiling Prices for grade.

TOWN PLANNING.
As to Proposals for Metropolitan Area.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Chief Secre-
tary:

Will he lay upon the Table of the House
the Government's master plan--or a copy
of it-covering town planning proposals
f or the metropolitan area?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:.
There is no "master" plan, but there is

a metropolitan regional plan covering all
the various public works which constitute
the framework of the region and into
which the town planning schemes of local
authorities, existing or projected, will fit.
This plan is complete except for the draft-
ing of the final copy and report and the
receipt of the town planning schemes of
the Cities of Perth and Fremantle and
certain other local authorities.

The metropolitan regional plan has
some 17 supporting plans of the regional
survey upon which it Is based and cannot
conveniently be laid on the Table of the
House, but the hon. member and any
other member interested in the matter
may inspect the plan by arrangement
with me.

FREMANTLE HAROU.
As to Test Sores for New Bridges.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) Have test bores been made at the
sites of the proposed new bridges to be
erected in connection with the Fremantle
harbour extension?

(2) If so, at what depth was a suitable
bottom obtained which will carry the
necessary structure?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Depths vary between S0 feet and

100 feet.

EDUCATION.
As to Kalgooruie Technical School

Equipment.
Mr. OLIVER asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Is it a fact that a number of valu-

able machines comprising reamers. mill-
ing machines, screw cutting machines and
several types of lathes are lying Idle in
crates at the Eastern Goldfields Technical
School, many of them since 1946?

(2) If the answer to the question is
"Yes," will he inform the House why the
machines are Idle when they are urgently
needed for the training of apprentices?

The MIN4ISTER replied:
(1) and (2) Action is now proceeding to

have the machinery referred to installed.
HOUSING COMMISSION.

As to Outstanding Applications.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Honorary Min-

ister for Housing:
(1) What was the total of outstanding

applications for dwellings in the hands of
the State Housing Commission as at the
1st January, 1950, and the 1st July, 1950.
respectively, under the following head-
ings:-

(a) State Housing:
(b) McNess homes;
(e) War Service homes;
(d) Tenancy-

(1) sMall unit:
(2) ordinary;

(e) Permits--
(I) sell -help;
(2) expansible;
(3) ordinary?

(2) what was the number of outstand-
Ing applications for all other types of
buildings at the above dates?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:.
1/1/50 1/7/50

(1) (a) State Housing ... 1,089 1,076
(b) McNess homes ... 609 631
(c) War Service homes 4,482 4,672
(d) Tenancy-

(1) Small unit .... 4,168 4,044
(2) Ordinary .... 6,466 7,079

(e) Permits--
(1) Self -help .. ill -
(2) Expansible .... 164 -
(3) Ordinary .... 6.150 5,907
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(2) 2,419; 2.480. This would include ap-
plications for permits to carry out al-
terations, repairs and additions, both
to dwellings and other buildings.

KOREAN WAR.

As to Enlistment of Civil Servants.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier-,

Has he made any arrangements to pre-
serve the rights and privileges of civil
servants who are enlisting in this State
from the Public Service for service in the
Korean war?

The PREMIER replied:
Consideration has not been given to

this matter as yet.

MEDICAL SCHOOL.

As to Government's Plans.

Mr. GRAYDEN (without notice) asked
the Premier:

(1) Did he see the statements made by
Dr. Hunter as reported in "The West Aus-
tralian" on Monday, the 7th August?

(2) Does the Government agree with
Dr. Hunter's views?

(3) Has the Government abandoned
plans for a medical school in Western
Australia?

(4) If not, when will the Government
start building, even if only prefabricated
huts are erected to commence with?

(5) Will State assistance be granted to
keep the British Medical Association
library for this State up to date?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government agrees that a

medical school is desirable and will make
the necessary provision for it as soon as
such is practicable.

(3) No.
(4) The Government has under consid-

eration at present a proposal submitted to
it by the Senate for the commencement of
a medical school, which would not necessi-
tate the provision of buildings immedi-
ately. if buildings are necessary, that sec-
tion of the medical school requiring a
building could not be suitably housed in
prefabricated huts.

(5) The Government is giving consid-
eration to a request for financial assist-
ance to the British Medical Association
and, if this is granted, it is Presumed that
part of the money will be applied for the
maintenance of the library.

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS.

As to Supplying Copies of Answers.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
the Premier:

In view of the difficulty which members
are experiencing in getting a copy of the
answers to their questions, would it be
Possible for him to see that Ministers
supply answers in triplicate so that one
copy can be retained for the House records,
one can be given to the hon. member ask-
ing the questions, and one be made avail-
able to the Press?

The PREMIER replied:
I will have consideration given to the

hon. member's request.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
FUND.

Appointment of Trustees.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray) [4.501: I move-

That pursuant to the provisions of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1948, the Legislative Assembly
hereby appoints the member for Mt.
Marshall (Mr. Cornell) and the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Graham) to
be Tr~ustees of the Parliamentary
Superannuation Fund as from this
day.

Question put and passed.

AflDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the 3rd August.

MR. GRIFFITH (Canning) [4.51]: In
rising to speak on the Address-in-reply, I
would, in the first instance, like to convey
to you, Mr. Speaker, my sincere congratu-
lations on your re-election as Speaker of
this House. Also, I wish to congratulate
the hon. member who has been re-elected
as Chairman of Committees, and to ex-
press my appreciation to all members of
this House for the very warm welcome that
they have extended to me as a new mem-
ber and to thank them for their kindness,
co-operation and guidance. In these re-
marks, I wish to include the staff of the
House and record my appreciation for
their kindnesses so willingly extended to
me.

As the member for Canning, I represent
an electorate of about 10.000 people. The
position in regard to this electorate is
almost unique in the State, because Can-
ning is a seat which has three particular
diversities of interest; it is residential,
rural to a degree and contains quite a
large industrial centre. The electorate of
Canning, in name, was, for a number of
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years, held by a Labour member until the
1947 general elections, when it changed
hands. The 1950 general elections saw
candidates going to the polls under the
Electoral Districts Act of 1941. 1 am very
conscious of the honour and responsibility
which the majority of the electors have
placed upon me in returning me as their
member. So conscious am I of this respon-
sibility that I intend, at all times, to do
my best to fulfil the trusts that have been
placed in me.

Since the cessation of hostilities, there
has been rapid development in the Can-
ning electorate, and it is continuing to
grow. I have the usual problems common
to most electorates which, in my opinion,
can be solved by personal diligence and the
help of the Government. Over the last four
months, however, I have been dealing with
problems of a most complex nature, and
it is concerning a number of these situa-
tions that I want to address my remarks
this afternoon. There are people in my
electorate living within five miles of the
G.P.O. who do not enjoy the common
amenity of scheme water to serve their
homes. The districts to which I refer
are Riverton and Fast Belmont. A water
reticulation scheme has been approved for
the Riverton area, and I am sure that the
work will commence in the near future.
Almost the same position exists at East
Belmont. The Minister for Works, who
was kind enough to give of his valuable
time, has made an inspection of this area
with me, and I feel sure that something
will be done for the people in the Belmont
district; I have the Minister's word that
something will be done. However, I urge
the Government to take action on these
two things, and treat them with a high
degree of urgency.

Mr. J. Hegney: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRIFFTH: There is another mat-

ter which is of vital concern not only to
the people who reside in certain parts of
the Canning electorate but also to resi-
dents who live in a number of other elec-
torates. I refer to the Canning drainage
scheme. Some attention has been given to
this matter in the past, and the previous
member for Canning brought the subject
before the House. I desire to do so once
more and to stress the urgency for some
action being taken.

Good land is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult to obtain and, when the Canning
drainage scheme is completed, there will
be hundreds of acres of good building land
readily and easily available in close proxi-
mity to the city limits. This present Year
has been a good one so far as water levels
are concerned, but who knows whether we
will experience another 1946 season, and
that the people living in those areas will
not once more be flooded out? It is essen-
tial that drainage in the Canning elec-
torate be given a high priority. I know
that some progress has been made, and

late in 1946 a contour survey of the whole
area was commenced. When this Gov-
ermnent came into power instructions
were given to speed up this survey and
now it Is nearing completion. it is my
sincere hope that, when it has been com-
pleted. action will be taken and the plan
of operation put into effect.

The basis of the plan, as members who.
represent electorates adjoining my own
will probably know, is for the drainage of
the area from the foothills of the Darling
Ranges into the Canning and Swan Rivers,
Of course, the scheme will cost a good
deal of money, and the question of finance
is one which will have to receive atten-
tion. As a purely rural proposition, I
admit that it will not be a profitable ven-
ture but, in the interests of suburban de-
velopment-and I stress the proximity of
this land to the city-apart from the fact
that the scheme Will afford an oppor-
tunity to residents who are now trying,
under difficulties, to establish rural pur-
suits, the scheme will mean much to the
metropolitan area.

In the short time that I have been the
member for Canning, I have become con-
scious of the fact that the Government
has a sound educational policy. Many
schools have been built in districts in my
electorate, some are in course of con-
struction. and additions. are being made
to others. However, still more schools are
needed, and I assure the Miister for
Education that I1 will, at all times, keep
him well informed as to the requirements
of my electorate. 1 am told that thbe Gov-
ernment has a plan for the establishment
of a high school in the vicinity of Mt.
Pleasant. To my mind, this is a highly
commendable idea; it is necessary to serve
areas south of the river. This has be-
come even more necessary as those areas
are growing so quickly. All I can hope
is that this high school will be estab-
lished at an early date and that it will
be built along the same lines as the Kent-
street high school in Victoria Park.

When speaking of Kent-street, I fre-
quently wonder what the Government has
in view in regard to five-year high schools.
At present, students desirous of continuing
to the leaving standard are able nly to
attend either the Modern School or the
Leederville Technical School. I believe
the time is fast approaching when serious
thought must be given to the question of
five-year high schools. I have inspected
the Kent-street high school and it is in-
deed a very fine structure. I suggest to
the Minister for Education that Kent-
street be turned into a five-year high
school. The only thing that can be sub-
mitted against the Idea is that the school
is now overcrowded but the addition of
more classrooms would obviate this prob-
lem. Quite apart from anything else, I
think it is most desirable that a student
who enters a high school at the seventh
standard should, if he so desires, carry
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on until he finishes the leaving examina-
tion. He develops an environment in the
school and, having developed that en-
vironment, he would do much better
scholastically anyway. I would be most
happy if the Minister for Education could
spare time to inspect this school with me
for the purpose of inquiring into the pos-
sibility of establishing the Sent-street
school as a five-year high school.

I want to turn now to the matter of
transport. The member for South Perth
asked a question in this House last week
regarding the South Perth ferry, and was
advised by the Minister representing the
Minister for Transport that it was not the
Government's intention to remove the
ferry. This is very pleasing to me, and I
am sure it will be pleasing to the resi-
dents of South Perth and those in the
Comto area. I am told there will be a cur-
tailment In the timetable, but for the
sake of the people in the South Perth and
Como areas, who year after year have been
accustomed to making that quick and
pleasant journey over the river, I hope
that the curtailment of the ferry service
will not be very drastic.

I should also like to mention something
about road transport. At present road
transport coming in from the Great
Southern and the nearer South-West is
obliged to use the Albany highway and the
Canning highway as a thoroughfare to
Fremantle. In my opinion it would be a
good thing if a highway were developed
through Cannington off the Albany high-
way, over the Riverton Bridge along where
the power line will go, and thence to the
port of F'remantle. The Main Roads De-
partment has, I am told, a plan for such
a highway, and I am sure that a develop-
ment of this nature would considerably
improve not only the Riverton district
but the transport situation In that area.
I have taken up the matter of the Fro-
mantle road with the Main Roads Depart-
ment. That road runs off the Albany high-
way, (Cannlngton) and goes past Clon-
tadf orphanage, through Como and thence
to Canning Bridge. It is being used at
present by wheat trucks and other heavy
traffic. I have asked the main Roads
Department to accept responsibility f or
the section of the road that lies between
Lake-street and Roberts-street, Conmo, for
the reason that the wheat trucks using
that route are forcing the Government
buses off the road and causing dislocation
of the service. I hope the Main Roads
Department takes some action in the mat-
ter.

I should now like to submit a matter
for the attention of the Minister for In-
dustrial Development and also for that of
the Minister for Housing. I have been
making some observations about the brick-
making industry, and I want to suggest
that investigations be made Into increasing
the size of the frog in the pressed brick.

At present the pressed brick is being
turned out with a frog that is 64 in. long
by 21 in. wide and either a quarter or half
an inch deep. My suggestion is that if
the length, breadth and depth of that
frog were increased to 71 x 2j x 14 the
result would be advantageous. At present
the displacement caused by the creation
of the frog is 6 cubic inches, and the
displacement caused by enlarging it would
be 16 cubic inches, which would mean a
saving of 10 cubic inches in every brick-
in other words, a 13 per cent. increased
brick output with the same material.

This matter is worthy of consideration.
I have talked about it with builders and
bricklayers and they tell me that they
see no reason why such an experiment
cannot be made. The obvious question,
of course, is, does it impair the strength
of the brick? Will the brick warp when
it is being baked? That, of course, re-
mains to be seen. The technical men to
whom I have spoken, however, tell me
they see no reason why the brick should
be impaired in strength to any great ex-
tent. Then comes the question of trans-
port handling. The brick would be lighter
to transport, and lighter to handle in lay-
ing and we should get a correspondingly
greater number of bricks laid per day as
a result of the saving in weight. I hope
that further inquiries will be made In con-
nection with this matter.

in conclusion, I1 should like to say that
I am deeply interested in the prosperity
of this State: I am interested in the pro-
gress and prosperity of the world, and in
the bringing about of peace and harmony
on earth. We are, however, living in dark
ages. I believe it is no longer a question
of "Will there be another war?" but "Wihen
will we have another war?" Australia, in
common with other countries of the world,
and Peoples of the earth, have seen the
terrific growth of communism in our time,
and I feel sure the next war will be com-
munisnm versus the rest. Z am indeed
happy to know, however, that Australia, as
with other countries of the British Com-
monwealth, has a Commonwealth Parlia-
ment which-in the Korean situation any-
way-is above party politics, and has de-
cided to support the United Nations in
their attempt to repel aggression in Korea.
I Join with the member for Moore in ex-
pressing my disappointment that the
Governor's Speech did not contain any
mention of the Governent's attiutde to-
wards communism. I fervently hope that
there will be produced into this House
legislation supplementary to the Subver-
sive Activities Act, and that such legisla-
tion will receive a safe and speedy passage
through this House in order that these
people who plan the overthrow of demo-
cracy of which we are so proud may be
dealt with.
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MR. HILL (Albany) [5.10]: First of all
I desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker.
on your re-election to the honourable posi-
tion which you hold. I can asure you
that it is not by the power vested in
you by Standing 'Orders that you will
keep order in this House but by the fact
that members on both sides of the House
are very jealous of our reputation. I also
congratulate the many new members who
are with us. I regret there are some miss-
Ing faces, and as I look opposite I find
that among them are F. C. L. Smith and
Jack Triat-

Mr. Graham: And Mr. Reynolds.
Mr. HILL: Those two gentlemen are no

longer my political enemies, and I shall
be very pleased to number and include
them as sincere and personal friends. We
have ahead of us many difficult problems
to face. To solve them we must concen-
trate upon using modern science and ex-
perience and invention in association with
the natural advantages we have at hand.
Unfortunately, I regret to say, as we look
over the world 'we find that modern
science, experience and invention are not
being utilised only to develop our natural
advantages, but to devise means for the
destruction of mankind. It is no use
closing our eyes to the fact that once
again we must be prepared to defend our
freedom and all we hold dear from aggres-
sion. we must prepare now and remove
our weaknesses.

Reference is Periodically made in the
Press to the fact that the one weak link
in the chain of Empire defence Is the ab-
sence of an efficient naval base in this
part of Australia, but no mention is ever
made of the point that instead of having
a first-class naval base we have a white
elephant that has cost something like
£4,000,000. Among the men who have
passed on and among those I admire, Sir,
is your late uncle, Lord Forrest. in his
first Policy speech he referred to the Im-
portance of the town and port which I
represent, in the chain of Empire defence.
I have vivid memories of, and will never
forget the day when he came to Albany
with Lord Kitchener in 1910. I was a
sergeant-major then. He came over to
one of my fellow N.C.O's. who was with me,
and said. "You have been badly neglected
here, but a change is coming." Unfortun-
ately, the change was a swing of the politi-
cal pendulum, and a Labour Government
took office.

Labour members: Hear, hear!
Mr. HILL: I told members five years

ago, and say so again today, that we have
to thank the Labour Party for the white
elephant we have today, instead of an
efficient naval base. on one occasion I
had a senior military officer in this Cham-
ber and he said. "In 1928 the Imperial
Defence Council wanted Albany developed-
I was going to mount the guns." We had a
chart of King George Sound with us and,
pointing to the positions on it, he con-

tinued, "There were to have been a battery
of 9.2's at Stony Hill, a battery of Sin. at
Mistaken Island, another 61n. battery at
Ledge Point and perhaps another battery
of 6in, on the west of the harbour. All
of a sudden, I do not know why, the whole
proposal was scrapped." What took place,
I do not know. There was another swing
of the political pendulum. Mr. "Texas"
Green, member for Kalgoorlie, became
Minister for Defence and Albany was
pushed aside in favour of Fremantle.

In 1939, Brigadier Street, who was then
Minister for Defence, was to have gone to
Albany by plane. The aerodrome was
boggy at the time and the trip had to be
abandoned. I came to Perth. While I
was talking to him, Senator Collett came
in with a list of matters reqiuiring atten-
tion. One was the Henderson naval base
and Brigadier Street burst out laughing
and put a pencil mark around it. I said
to him, "I can tell you a lot about that.
It is the rottenest bit of political jobbery
that ever took place in Australia." After
leaving him I met John Curtin and told
him what had transpired with the Briga-
dier. I said, "I will give you a tip. if you
ever Push for the Henderson naval base,
I will oppose you for all I am worth."

Members will recall the year 1942. 1
will never forget those grim days, when
all that stood between us and the Japs
'were the American submarines based at
Albany. All motor craft from Albany
were anchored below my fruit shed on the
Kalgan river. My son was in charge of
them with orders to destroy them In case
of necessity. One day a naval offcer came
along on a tour of inspection, and I pointed
out to him how easily King George Sound
could be defended and converted into a
naval base. He said, "it is not what could
e done, but what should have been done.

A naval base here today would be worth
millions. The question of shifting the
naval activities at Fremantle is under con-
sideration."

Mr. Guthrie: That is a Commonwealth
matter.

Mr. HILL: Why was It not shifted to
Albany? It was the Allies intention to
develop the port of Albany. but once again
there was political wire-pulling. The main
offensive from Australia, it was intended,
should be based on Western Australia. it
was Proposed to close down Fremantle as
a commercial port. Admiral Fraser came
out to make an inspection of the place
that was to be his base. He saw Cockburn
Sound and said, "I will not use that place.
If one ship were sunk there in the channel,
the whole Place would be useless." Lord
Mountbatten came out looked at Cockcburn
Sound and condemned it. He said. "You
have a place called Albany. I want to see
it." He was flown to Albany and taken
by car to the top of mt. Clarence, and
one of the officers informed me that he
remarked. "There is your naval base al-
ready in existence for you."
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I do not know what the future holds for
us, but we shall probably have, in the
event of another world war, heavy sub-
marine attacks on our shipping. Are we
going to be caught again without a naval
base and repair dockyards? I hope that
in future experts and Dot politicians will
decide the question and that, when the
matter is dealt with, it will be considered
in the light of the Empire's needs and not
in any spirit of parochialism. I know
enough of this subject to realise that I am
not an expert, but I can say that a large
number of soldiers lost their lives because
of Political interference in defence mat-
ters.

Now let me turn to the problem of
transport. One of the worst features of
our State is the fact that in an area of
191 square miles of the metropolis, more
than 54 per cent. of the total population
Is concentrated. If one of the guns at
Leighton were taken to King's Park, 54
per cent, of the population would be within
range. How are we going to overcome
that?

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Shift the gun.
Mr. HILL: The hon. member is very

frivolous, but he has a lot to answer for.
We must concentrate on applying modern
science and invention to the natural con-
ditions available to us, and what Is needed
to supplement our natural conditions
is an improved transport system. I am
rather disappointed at the failure of the
Government to carry out the transport
policy adopted about eight years ago.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is not the only
thing In which this Government has failed.

Mr. HILL: I am afraid the hon. member
failed in a good many ways. I have a
copy of the report on the transport con-.
ditions in Western Australia published in
1929. A committee had been appointed by
the Commonwealth Government and a
policy was adopted from the committee',s
report. A portion of It read-

The Country Party is recommended
to adopt the following policy:-

AUi transport to be under a Minister
for Transport, who will be the Minis-
terial head of the Department of
Transport. His first duty will be to
take steps to enable the transport ser-
vice to be run efficiently and with re-
gard to the comfort and convenience
of the public.

The function of his department will
be to study continually the problems
of transport, and the aim of the de-
partment will be to provide the State
with the most efficient, co-ordinated,
up-to-date, and economical service
possible.

The department will have to deal
with all phases of transport. It must
aim to have all the various forms of
transport acting where they can best

serve the interests of the community,
and all co-operating and co-ordinating
for the common good. Railway freights
to be at a rate comparable to the
direct route to destination.

The object of the department will
be to deal, not with any one phase,
but with all phases combined, so that
the total costs may be kept to the
minimum.

In addition to the railways, tram-
ways and ferries, the State Shipping
Service, all harbour boards and the
Transport Board will be under the
Minister for Transport. To assist him
there should be a Transport Council
to meet when required, of which the
Minister should be chairman. The
Commissioner, or General Manager of
the railways, the Chairman of the
State Transport Board, the Chairman
of the State Harbours Board, and the
Manager of the State Shipping Service
should be included in the membership.
In addition, there should be represen-
tatives of the commercial interests,
the primary industries and of the
trade unions concerned. The civil
service members should only receive
actual out-of-pocket expenses, but
sitting fees should be paid to the out-
side members.

The functions of the Transport
Council wiil be-

To consider and report on any mat-
ter affecting more than one form of
.transport; all maj or harbour works:
the development, extension or other-
wise dealing with any port: the exten-
sion, construction or closing of any
line of railway, and to consider other
forms of transport, including airways,

I regret that that transport Policy has
not been carried out. In 1946 the then
Minister for Railways, the member for
Murchison, and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways recommended the establishment of
a department of transport. Our trans-
port is like an army that has gone into
action without a general staff. All we
have done up to date has been to court-
martial the commander of the P.BJI.; in
other words, we have made Mr. Ellis the
scapegoat. I was greatly disappointed at
the terms of reference of the Royal Com-
mission on railways. There should have
been a dragnet reference-"any other
matter affecting the management of our
railways." I would have liked to hear
what the two Royal Commissioners
thought of our port zone policy. I would
have liked to hear what they thought of
our neglect of the port af Albany by mem-
bers who sit Opposite,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Did not You have
a discussion with them about It?

Mr. HILL : It is all a matter of trans-
port, and ports have much to do with the
working of our railways. One of the first
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things a transport council, when appointed, I regret that there are not more Pros-
will do will be to adopt a sound port
policy. What is a port? I do not think I
can do better than quote one of the lead-
hng authorities in the world on ports, Sir
David Owen, who, in his Presidential
address to the Institute of Transport, said,
"A port is not in itself a means of con-
veyance or transport, but is a facility for
all transport. A port, to be effective, must
adapt itself to the changing means of
transport."

In the last 50 years there has been a
revolution in transport. When I was at
school I was taught that railway haulage
was ten times cheaper than road haulage,
and that sea transport was ten times
cheaper than rail transport. But what has
been happening lately? We have been
told that tomatoes have been transported
byrmad from Oeraldton to Melbourne. On
land we have all witnessed the change in
motor transport and on sea the revolu-
tion has been as great. As a matter of
fact fewer ships called at Fremantle in
1948 than in 1945. All over the world
the big ships are cutting out the little
ports and trading only with the big, pro-
perly-equipped ports. There is as much
difference between a modern port and
that of 50 years ago, as there is between
the present day garage and the old black-
smith's shop.

Instead of adopting a port policy, we
have adopted a port zone system. There
are many objections to that system. It
represents an attempt to compel modern
ships to use obsolete ports. It is an
attempt to run the country for the
benefit of the ports instead of the ports
for the benefit of the country. Our
first consideration must be to provide
producers with first-class and economical
port facilities. In addition, it is a hopeless
and complete failure. I feel safe In saying
that when a transport council gets to
work it will recommend the adoption of
four equally spaced ports, namely, Gerald-
ton, Fremantle, Albany and Esperance.

The port of Esperance as such was
strangled 50 years ago owing to the failure
to build a railway through to the Gold-
fields. Had that railway been built half
a century ago, the history of the hinter-
land would have been entirely different.
Agriculturally, I believe the land at the
back of Esperance has a future, but there
are many difficulties in the way of making
the port attractive to shipping.

A few miles to the eastward of Esper-
ance is the port of Thevenard. from which
a considerable quantity of salt, as well as
wheat, is shipped, and the South Aus-
tralian Government has under construc-
tion there a terminal for the bulk handling
of gypsumi. It would be well worth while
the Government's making an endeavour
to encourage the greater use of the port
of Esperance. which suffers a disadvantage
in that all the haulage is from the port.

pects for the pyrites trade. The Depart-
ment of Industrial Development should try
to encourage the export of salt, and It
should also try to discover gypsum.

Albany has the distinction of being the
most neglected port in the British Empire.
When the Loan Estimates were before the
Chamber I happened to be in the Chair
and so could not answer the question put
forward by the Leader of the Opposition
when he asked what was the difference
between the scheme adopted at Albany
and that proposed by the previous Govern-
ment. For convenience. I refer to the
scheme proposed by the previous Govern-
ment as the Hawke harbour scheme be-
cause it was that gentleman who intro-
duced it to Albany. When he stood on
the platform at Albany and said the first
instalment of the scheme included the re-
clamation of 181 acres of land for wharves,
sheds, railway yards, bulk-handling and
industry, I realised that the only place
for the scheme was the waste paper
basket.

Hon. A. R. Hawke: The Minister did
not make that remark.

Mr. HILL: What did he say? I was
there and I heard him say that.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: You heard, but
you did not understand.

Mr. HILL: The difference between the
Hawke harbour scheme and the Trydeman
scheme is that the Hawke harbour scheme
provides for a conglomeration of wharves,
whereas the Tydeman scheme provides for
a complete port and provision for road
and rail transport. The first thing I
noticed about the Hawke plan was that
the only road approach was by the
existing route along Stirling-terrace.
which is congested at the present, time,
and along the Brunswick-road, which
is only 30 ft. wide, and then over a
hill 140 ft. high, and down to the port.
Once I drew the attention of the Albany
people to that, there was an outcry. The
first instalment of the Hawke scheme in-
cluded 181 acres of reclamation. If we
. Ilk at the Tydeman report on Fremantle
we find that it places the absolute mini-
mum area required per berth at 12 acres.

One of the disadvantages of Fremantle
today is that there is not sufficient level
land alongside the wharves. The first in-
stalment of the reconstruction of F're-
mantle harbour is to increase the land
area at the expense of the water area. At
Albany we suffer a disadvantage, as corn-
pared with Geraldton and Fremantle, in
that we have no level land at all in the
vicinity of the harbour. The second stage
of the Hawke scheme provided for 65 acres
to be reclaimed for 11 berths or, say, six
acres per berth. The first stage of the
Tydeman report provides for 63 acres to
be reclaimed at Albany, and the second
stage for 200 acres; and for 22 berths we
are to have over 500 acres reclaimed,
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Hon. A. H. Panton: Do you think you
will live long enough to see it?

Mr. HILL: No, but my Job is to lay the
foundations for the future. That may
seem a big scheme. To do that amount
of reclamation. 9,000,000 yards of material
will have to be dredged. That is not a
very big job as modern harbour work goes.
Before 1939, 100.000.000 cubic yards had
been dredged out of Melbourne, and
20,000,000 cubic yards were used for re-
clamation purposes. At the F'remantle
harbour 9,000,000 yards of dirt were re-
moved, and 3,000,000 yards of rock. In
the new harbour at Capetown, 14,000.000
yards were used for reclamation. In the
Tydeman scheme, provision is made for
ships, road and rail transport, commerce
and industry. The time will come when
the people of Western Australia will be
able to point with pride not only to a
magnificent harbour, but to one of the
fir-st ports in the world.

When the member for Moore was speak-
ing, he suggested that the wheat should
be shipped from Bunbury to Albany. Four-
teen years ago I did my best to stop some-
thing which is now recognised as a
blunder. I would like to hear what Mr.
du Plessis has to say on this point, be-
cause here we have done the opposite to
what has been done in South Africa where
first class terminals have been established
at the more suitable ports. Railwaymen
have told me that even with the present
absence of back loading from Albany, it
would be better to take the wheat ther2
because of the easier grades and the
quicker turn-round of trucks. The ideal
systcm will come into force when our
super. works are operating at Albany.

At present Albany's economic zone is
using about 100,000 tons of Super. a year,
and not one ton of it is hauled from the
port of Albany. I have seen and heard
big semi-trailer trucks pass in front of
my home. They have been carrying up
to 18 tons of super. all the way from
Bassendean to Many Peaks. I can safely
say that even the limited capacity of
40.000 tons, which the super. works at
Albany will have when they are construct-
ed, will mean a saving of E100,000 a year
to the department. At present a plant
with a 40,000 tons capacity is like putting
on a boy to do a man's work. In the hinter-
land of Albany we have a second Victoria.
Today that area is carrying a population
of about 45,000 people. If we do not popu-
late that district we are not going to hold
Australia.

If I were the member for Bunbury I
would realise that while Albany is the
natural harbour, Bunbury has two things
that we have not got--coal and water.
Bunbury's future lies industrially. At Fre-
mantle we must have the best and most
modemn port In Australia. Some years
ago I was talking to Mr. Bickford, who is

now the Chief Engineer of the Maritime
Services Board in New South Wales. That
board sent a questionnaire to the shipping
companies asking them, "Do you want
wharf equipment at the wharves to handle
cargoes?" Without exception the answer
was.' "No'. the ship's gear is sufficient.'
But Mr. Bickford, who incidentally is a
Perth man, said-

That is no criterion for Albany or
Fremnantle. Sydney is a terminal port.
and the most expeditious despatch is
not essential because from the end of
one voyage to the beginning of an-
other a certain amount of work has
to be done on the ships, but Fremantle
and Albany are ports at which ships
Call and pick up only a small amount
of cargo. Consequently those two ports
have to be properly equipped so that
there is the quickest possible turn-
round of ships.

Geraldton is another port where every
encouragement should be given for its
greater use. I feel sure that if we con-
centrated on these four ports, and proper
transport, we would bring about a sound
Policy of decentralisation. The one way
to bring about a policy of centralisation is
to endeavour to do too much decentralisa-
tion.

Mr. Guthrie: What about centralisation
at Bunbury?

Mr. HILL: I suggest the hon. member
get Friday's paper and do a little calcula-
tion on the Auditor General's report, and
be will find how much per ship has had
to be spent to keep the Bunbury harbour
open.

Mr. Quthrie: It is the capital of the
South-West.

Mr. HILL: The advocates of small ports
sometimes quote Queensland as an
example. The position there has been
described as seven starving ports and one
ravenous railway. When I went to Bris-
bane a few years ago I travelled with a
Queensland M.H.R., and he said, "Our
trouble is that we have too many ports.
Gladstone, which is a natural harbour,
will gradually swallow Rockhampton,
which is a silted up port. It would be
better if that were realised and Rock-
hampton were given up in favour of Glad-
stone."

Mr. J. Hegney: Gladstone is a long way
from Rockhampton.

Mr. HILL: No, only 55 miles. There are
many Ports in Queensland. Sometime
after this conversation took place the
Commonwealth Director of Rail Transport
was in Western Australia and I said to
him. "How is the Rockhampton-Gladstone
controversy getting on?" He replied. "The
trouble with Gladstone is that it is too
close to Brisbane. It is only 300 miles
away. The modern ships will decide what
ports will be utilised, and modern ships
will not muck around with ports 100 miles
apart."
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Another experience-I have had it twice
now-that I have had Is of travelling
around the country after the worst bush-
fires on record- A week before the elec-
tions I had a very anxious time. For two
days my property was in grave danger, and
I was saved from being burnt out only
by a lot of luck, and hard work on the
part of my neighbours and people from
Albany. On the following Saturday I tra-
velled 220 miles seeing the worst burnt-
out areas In my electorate. I was travelling
for the best part of a week, and I do not
want another such experience. The bush-
fire danger is going to increase, particu-
larly with the use of bulldozers, and I
consider that more drastic regulations and
laws must be introduced. This session is
an appropriate one in which to introduce
new legislation because the public realie
the need of it. It is not a bit of use
trying to fix by the calendar the opening
and closing dates of burning off. Those
dates must be fixed on the spot, to suit
the season, by men who know the local
conditions.

In our heavily timbered country, the
more fires we have the better. If we do
not have controlled fires we will have un-
controlled fires, and then look out! An-
other matter that needs to be taken In
hand when we introduce legislation is
that of some form of insurance. I do not
know of any occasion when there is such
a ready response for assistance as when
there is a call to fight a bushfire. All the
people drop what they are doing, and
out they go. During the past season the
People at Denmark were fighting bushfires
for five solid weeks. I have been there
when practically every able-bodied man
has been out of the town.

On the Saturday before the election I
was 23 Miles from Denmark at a place
on the Kent River, and it was threatened
by bushfires. A Party Passing through to
Denmark from Pemberton came in, and I
told them they might have a job to get
through. In the Party were two young
fellows and they said, "We will stay for
aL while. We may be of some help." It is
the same feeling right through. We
should have proper bushfire brigades
so that the volunteers and every-
one else could be properly organised.
I understand that at Present mem-
bers of a bushfire brigade are covered
by insurance. I strongly suggest that we
introduce legislation to provide that every
person who goes out to fight a bushfire
shall be automatically insured.

Ours is a very big State with immense
and varied Potentialities. I leave it to the
Leader of the Opposition to deal with the
potentialities of the North. We must all
realise that the different Parts of the
State have different natural advantages,
and I am confident that all wlll agree with
me when I say again, "Let us apply mod-
ern science, experience and invention to

the natural advantages at hand, whether
they be mining, timber, agricultural or in-
dustrial." Ef -doing that I am sure we
would bring prosperity to this State of
our$.

MR. McCTJLLOCH (Hannans) 15.451:
On looking at the Speech of His Excel-
lency the Governor I notice in it some
extremely interesting matters. Members
will recall that in 1947 many promises
were made but they were certainly not
carried out. However, in the elections of
this year there were not so many promises
but the Government seems to be quite
ambitious with the programme it intends
to implement. Firstly, as to the housing
position, the following comments appear
in His Excellency's Speech:-

The housing problem continues to
receive unremnitting attention and a
target of 5.000 houses has been set for
1950. Immediate permits to build
homes up to 121 squares are being is-
sued. Contracts have been let for a
number of pie-fabricated houses and
further tenders are under considera-
tiOYL.

I hope those promises will be carried out
on this occasion. Only last year I heard
of the experience of one of my electors
who for 14 months had held a permit to
build. He was able to have the frame of
the house erected and it was then held
up for some considerable time owing to the
lack of verandah posts and one or two
other materials. During the period that
that elector waited for his home the hnuse
was estimated to cost £1,050. However, after
14 months with the house still incom-
plete, the same home was to coat £1,150.

1 have travelled quite a bit in the near
metropolitan area and the only place I
have noticed where homes are being com-
pleted is in Safety Bay. They are all holi-
day cottages and not those where a
worker with his wife and family can re-
side. Those houses are being built solely
f or holidaymakers and are probably oc-
cupied for a month or two only In the
year. I am of opinion that the Govern-
ment should personally give attention to
the speedy erection of homes for small
families or newly-married couples. Also,
it should assist young married couples
by making a grant to them towards the
purchase of their homes because the
prices being asked at present for houses
are far beyond their means. In the metro-
politan area today people are asking from
£E2,000 to £3,000 for a dwelling which in
1939 cost about £400.

In his Speech, the Governor made ref er-
ence to the rehabilitation of the railway
system. I have travelled backwards and
forwards to Kalgoorlie on many occasions
and I consider that the railways, instead
of going forward, are going backward from
week to week. In March of this year 35
"P.M." engines were Placed in commission.
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in the month following those 35 engines
were in the Midland Junction workshops
being repaired, and the reason for that
was that the administration at the work-
shops had sent those engines out on the
road without beinug properly fitted up.
From investigations made I ascertained
that some of the piston heads became loose
when on the road, with the result that
the engines were crippled in a short time.
All this has happened in recent months.

We have been told that these engines
will be put back into commission not on
passenger services but on goods services.
We have also been told that the reason for
taking off a train travelling between Perth
and Kalgoorlie was owing to the lack of
locomotive power. That may be so and is
not to be disputed If, as I have already
said, these engines are now lying in the
Midland Junction workshops. On one
occasion I travelled in a train leaving
Perth and we were coupled up with two
engines at Midland Junction. Now, this
is the reason why these engines are being
put out of commission. The train was
badly overloaded from the time it left
Perth, about three-quarters of an hour
after its scheduled time. It was coupled
up with a second engine at Midland Junc-
tion and when we were half-way up the
hill the front engine went away and left
us standing because the train was over-
loaded and it pulled the drawbar out of
the second engine. That is why these loco-
motives are being put out of commission.

I spoke to the previous Minister for
Railwairs on the subject, and he told me
that the trouble was owing to the East
Perth power house breaking down and he
gave me various other reasons why it was
necessary to overload these trains. I have
also seen these trains arriving at Kal-
goorlie six hours late. Twenty years ago
we could set our watches by the train com-
ing into Kalgoorlie, which would pick up
schoolchildren at Kurrawang, further
down the line, In order to get them to
school at Kalgoorlie in the morning. To-
day, those children are lucky if they reach
Kalgoorlie in time for the school to come
out. In the Governor's Speech we have
been told that several diesel-electric loco-
motives are going to be put on the run In
the near future. I have ascertained that
they will be put on in about two and a
half year's time; just prior to the next
election. We hope, when these diesel-elec-
tric trains do arrive that some of them
will be put on the run between Perth and
Kalgoorlie.

Water supplies are alzn roferred to in
the speech. On the Goldfields durinq~ the
months of November. December and Janu-
sry the people could not get any wAter.
They were lucky to obtain enough from
the tap to have a decent drink. The
Premier came alone a week before the
Pleetions and he told tlv'm when the re-
strictions were going to be lifted. They

were lifted, but we on the Goldfields suf-
fered considerably through lack of water
for three months. We tried to ascertain
the reason for the shortage and were told
that owing to the dearth of water in the
agricultural areas it was necessary to draw
from the goldfields main to keep the agri-
cultural areas going.

I do not mind the farmer getting water
to which he is justly entitled but I think
it is definitely unfair that it should be
taken from the people in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder to supply the agricultural areas.
Men coming up from the mines could not
even have a shower-bath and the same, of
course, applied to every worker around
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. For quite a long
period the mines were not allowed to use
salt water but today they are using it, and
we hope they will continue to do so until
the Government makes some effort to have
extra water pumped to Kalgoorlie.

Roads were also mentioned in the
Speech. Between Southern Cross and
Woolgangie there are 80 miles of gravel
road, and for the last three years efforts
have been made to join that part of the
road up with the rest of the bitumen, as
has been done with roads in other parts
of the State. However, that road is still
an ordinary gravel patch today and in
some places one is lucky if one can travel
over it. It is badly corrugated and the
workers have been taken off it to build
a road through to one of the Mines, with
the result that the main road has
been knocked about in that area be-
tween Southern Cross and Woolgangle.
I would like the Minister to approach
his department for the job to be expedited
and the road completed. The Goldfields
are certainly just as much entitled to a
main road as are the people in Albany
or Margaret River. I hope that job will
be completed in quick time.

Mr. Bovell: It is not a bitumen road to
Flinders Bay yet.

Mr. McCULLOCH: It is to Margaret
River. if we on the Goldfields had as
good a road to Kalgoorlie as the hon.
member has to Flinders Dlay, we would
not grumble.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And to Carnarvon.
Mr. Bovell: Has the hon. member been

along that road In the winter?
Mr. Styants: There are 25,000 people

in Kalgoorlie and Boulder and there are
only about 500 in Carnarvon.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I notice in the
Speech that £820,000 is to be spent on
school buildings. The educational prob-
lem. is an acute one and unquestionably,
on the Goldfields as in other centres, we
have suffered severely through lack of
accommodation for school children. There
are five schools in my electorate and not
'me houses a class of less than 50 pupils.
For instance, about three weeks ago I as-
certained that in one particular school
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there were 400 pupils, seven teachers and
seven class-rooms. Neither the teacher
nor the pupil obtains justice under these
conditions. The member for Cottesloe
touched on the Question of increased sal-
aries for teachers and I agree with him
wholeheartedly. If we want teachers to-
day then we will have to pay them de-
cent salaries. Their inadequate remunera-
tion, I think, is the reason why we can-
not get men to follow the teaching pro-
fession.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. McCULLOCH: Uf the teachers were

granted proper facilities with which to
work and received a fair salary, they would
perform a much better job and the pro-
fession would be more attractive than it
is today.

Recently a statement was published that
the Government intended to import pre-
fabricated school buildings, and I hope
some will be sent to ease the position at
Kalgoorlie. Then again I consider the
Government would be carrying out its
duty to the country if it favourably con-
sidered supplying free books to school
children. At the commencement of each
year parents have to foot quite heavy bills
in payment for school books that are re-
quired by their children. At that period
of the year the young people have to be
provided with new clothes, sporting re-
quisites and so forth, and the burden im-
posed by all this expenditure is too great.
The Government would act wisely if it
gave cunsideration to suppiying school
books to children free of cost. Much has
been said lately about supplying free milk
to schools. I think free books would be
of greater benefit to the children than
free milk. I do not suggest that milk is
not highly beneficial, but I think it would
be better if books were supplied free, at
any rate until the children reach the leav-
ing standard.

With regard to industrial conditions, the
Government has expressed its desire to
establish amicable relations between em-
ployer and employee. The other day I
read a statement indicating that the
Federal President of the Liberal Party had
suggested that the workers should engage
in a 56-hour week. If he anticipates that
such a proposition will lead to amicable
relations with the workers, it is certainly
not my idea of the situation. I notice the
railway workers have recently been en-
deavouring to take a deputation to the
Minister with a view to having fair rentals
fixed for the older houses that some
of the railway employees occupy. Some
of those houses have been up for
40 years and the Government has had
the audacity to increase the rentals of
those homes, notwithstanding that the
unions have been trying for months to
get more consideration from the Minister

or the Commissioners so that the rentals
would be on a more equitable basis. No
headway whatever has been made in that
direction. That is not the sort of thing
that will create harmony between the boss
and the worker.

It is not so long ago that the water
supply workers contended that they were
not receiving fair treatment. I am sur-
prised that the men have tolerated the
situation for so long. The amenities avail-
able and the conditions applying at various
outback centres are abominable. The liv-
ing accommodation available is most un-
satisfactory. Men should not be asked to
live in such primitive surroundings. Uf
the present, or any future, Government
desires harmonious relations with its em-
ployees, the first step should be to see
that the housing conditions for the men
are adequate. They should be as good as,
or perhaps better than, those available in
the metropolitan area. Proper provision
regarding amenities should be made so
that the womenfolk could live in reason-
able comfort.

In 1946 legislation was passed by this
Parliament whereby the aluminium
therapy treatment was to be arranged for
use in the goldmlnlng industry. Notwith-
standing that, today 90 per cent. of these
mines have not had aluminium therapy
installed, and Dr. Robson came here about
two years ago. The Government has been
trying, or is supposed to have been trying,
for the past 1.8 months to get this in-
stalled, but at present only about four
mines throughout the State have this
aluminium therapy in operation. Here
again there is a lag. That is not my idea
of getting harmonious relations with the
workers. There is also mention in the
Governor's Speech of prices.

What is going to be done about prices?
I think we all know that the position Insoc-
far as prices is concerned today is simply
humbug. No matter what shop you go
into, whether it be a butcher, baker,
greengrocer or ordinary grocer, you are
lucky if you can get the commodity at
the price set out in the price list. As a
matter of fact, I would say that there is
not 20 per cent. of the shops which ex-
hibit that price list in a prominent place
where people can see it. We find on the
Goldfields that In recent months there
have been several prosecutions for
breaches of price regulations. I should
say, however, that only about 1 per cent.
of the prosecutions should have been made
if price regulations had been strictly en-
forced. I would say, further, that if the
worker was getting a basic wage in ac-
cordance with the prices being charged-

The Attorney General: He is.
Mr. MoCULLOCH: Instead of in accord-

ance with the prices set out on the price
list-
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The M-inister says
he is!

Mr. MeCULLOCH: He is not. If he was
getting that basic wage. I should say it
would be £1 higher than it is at present.
One pays about 55 per cent. more than
the regulated prices, but it does not Show
in the basic wage. The unfortunate Posi-
tion, therefore, is that the worker is pay-
ing high prices but his wages are not
keeping up with them.

Mr. Ackland: Do you think he is giving
value for the wages he is getting?

Mr. McCULLOCH: If he was not, the
boss would not have him.

Mr. j. Hegney: The member for Moore
would not understand that.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I should say if the
prices regulations were strictly enforced,
it would stabilise wages. These increases
in the basic wage do not assist the worker
nor raise his standard of living. My ex-
perience over the years has been that we
were better off in 1928 when we were Paid
£3 i~s. than we are today on £7 its.

Mr. Graham: Walt until the Prime Min-
ister puts value back into the £1!

Mr. J. Hegney: That will be the day!
Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Back into Premier

McLarty's £1!
Mr. McCULLODCH: I want to say some-

thing in connection with the Landlord
and Tenant Act. We all know that rents
are not properly based. We find that in
1928 or 1938. a goldfields home could be
rented at 13s. 6d. or 15s. a week. Today
it costs anything from 32s to £2 a week.
There has been a lot said and a lot in-
tended to have been said in connection
with landlords and tenants. I know of
some hard cases, and I have met the
people concerned-people living in hotels
and having only one home. I think the
position should be looked into where a
party has only one home and may have
had to vacate it several years ago for a
short period; it could be examined to see
whether or not these people would be able
to recover their homes, Provided they give
an undertaking that they intend to live in
the home and not to rent it to somebody
else.

Mr. J. Hegney: Or sell it.
MR. McCULLOCH: Yes, or not to sell

it. That is the position in connection
with old age pensioners. They are living
in lodgings or renting homes. They may
own homes but some circumstances 30
year ago compelled them to leave them,
and to rent them to others. Now, unfor-
tunately, they cannot get their homes
back.

Mr. Marshall: Civil servants who are
transferred to the country suffer the same
disability.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I was referring to the
Landlord and Tenant Act and the need
for some relaxation of its provisions. I
should not like to see the statute abol-
ished and thus give property owners an
open go, but there are cases in which in-
dividuals should be able to obtain repos-
session of their homes. I know of some
people in the metropolitan area who have
received notice from the landlord of a
hotel to leave by the end of September be-
cause of that accommodation being re-
quired at the time of the Royal Show in
October.

Reference is made in the Governor's
Speech to the tourist service. At present
the people of the Goldfields have no op-
portunity to avail themselves of -this ser-
vice and, if the Government could by some
means provide facilities for the Goldfields
people to take advantage of the service.
it would be much appreciated.

A couple of years ago the Government
appointed a Royal Commission to inquire
into starting-price betting, but I do not
think any action has been taken to give
effect to the commission's recommenda-
tions. It is high time that something was
done to deal with S.P. betting. In the
metropolitan area the police hound from
pillar to post those engaging in S.P. bet-
ting and this is a state of affairs that
should not be allowed to continue. I do
not think there are many members of
this House who do have a bet. We allow
bookmakers to operate on the racecourse
although betting there is illegal. No action
is taken against the nudist colonies in
this State, and I consider them to be a
greater nuisance than men having a few
bets. In my opinion the sooner betting is
legalised and placed under control, the
better it will be.

I see no sound reason why a worker
desirous of having a bet should be com-
pelled to go to the racecourse. If the
missus allows him a few shillings for the
purpose of betting, he cannot afford to
travel to the racecourse and pay the ad-
mission charge: otherwise he would have
nothing left to bet with. We must do some-
thing about this matter. Either we must
legalise S.P. betting and put it under some
sort of control, or enforce the law and
suppress betting entirely. So long as we
permit bookmakers to operate on the race-
course, some provision should be made to
enable workers to have a bet on the gal-
lopers or trotters.

Mention has been made of the Korean
war and of the attitude adopted by the
United Nations. Personally I am pleased
that the United Nations have taken such
action, but it amuses me to read in the
newspapers that some of the people in the
Federal sphere, wiho criticised the Labour
Government for its advocacy of the or-
ganisation and denounced it as a waste of
time and public money, are now quite
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happy to continue it. I feel that Similar action is in train with regard
the -action taken by the United Nations
is the correct one. This is a new
method of dealing with disputes by means
of an international police force and we
hope it will be successful and will result
in the avoidance of much bloodshed.

On motion by Mr. Bovell. debate
journed.

House adjourned at 7.39 P.m.
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WATER SUPPLY.

(a) AS to Improvinc' Pressure, Fremantle
Districts.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

Will the Minister advise what remedial
measures have been, or are intended to be,
taken in order to improve the water Pres-
sure in the elevated areas of F'remantle
districts, especially Hilton Park?

The MINISTER replied:
Proposals are in hand to improve the

water supplies in the high level area at
Hilton Park. adJacent to the intersection
of Carrington and South-streets by means
of installation of a booster pump.

to high level areas in the vicinity of Mel-
ville and Richmond Reservoirs and More-
ing-road. All plant for these improve-
ments has been ordered.

(b,) As to Size of Mains.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) In view of the great expansion in
Fremantle districts, both from residential
and industrial aspects, is the Minister
satisfied that the water mains supplying
the Fremantle area are sufficiently large
to meet all requirements?

(2) If he is not satisfied with the posi-
tion, will he take the necessary steps to
see that additions are made so as to avoid
any shortages?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) With the installation of booster

pumps, already ordered, for the high level
areas, it is considered the department will
be able to meet requirements.

(2) These booster pumps will be installed
immediately they are received; in addition
a new feeder main, varying in diameter
from S0in. to l~in., which is to be laid
from Swanbourne to F'remantle will im-
prove the supply considerably. The pipes
for this main have been on order for some
months, but the main cannot be laid for
use before the summer of 1951-1952.

Extensive investigations are in hand for
further improvements.

BUSH FIRES.
As to Utilising Land Settlement Board's

Material.
Hon' A. L. LOTON asked the Honorary

Minister for Agriculture:
(1) In which country towns has the

Land Settlement Board set up supply
depots?

(2) What is the approximate quantity
of-

(a) galvanised Iron,
(b) galvanised plain wire, and
(c) galvanised rabbit netting,

on hand at each depot?
(3) If any settler who was burnt out

during the bush fires of last summer is
having difficulty in obtaining a supply of
galvanised iron. galvanised wire or gal-
vanised rabbit netting, will the Land
Settlement Board release such require-
ments from stocks on hand?

(4) Where the price of wire, iron or wire
netting required by burnt-out settlers (ex-
cept those in necessitous circumstances)
to restore their holdings to at least the
condition Prior to the fire is in excess of
the cost of the Australian manufactured
article, will the Government give con-
sideration to meeting the additional cost?


